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‘KAMINISTIQUIA AND POHJOLA
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The area of Kaministiquia, where the Matawin River from the west and
Dog River from the north, meet to flow into the Kaministiquia River
been a popular location to hold summer train excursion picnics since
1880’s, when the railroad track reached the region from Port Arthur
Fort William.

Settlers were also attracted to this accessible and picturesque valle:
with its broad winding rivers running through tree covered hills, an area
where fish and game were found to be plentiful.

A few families had homes in the Kam Station area early in the 1900
but Finns did not arrive until after they had established a communit
Alppila, several miles east of Kam on the Dawson Trail (about 1907).

As more settlers continued to take up land, new areas were opened up
many homesteaders followed the Dog River northward for several miles, to
find suitable land along both sides of the river. i

Although the English speaking residents of Kam called the area D
River, to all Finns in the region, the community was known as "POHJO
(North Place). '

Among the first Finnish settlers in Pohjola were Matti Riepas and
Saarnio who came in the summer of 1912, Kalle and Antti Lamppa
arrived in the fall of the same year. Then came the Pynttiri brother
Forsell, Erkki Erickson, Matti Matson and Mr, Skaara. These were follo
by the Tuominens, Lehto’s, Simonson’s and Jokiaho’s, as well as se
others including the Wilen’s who has one of the first summer homes @
the river before 1920. :

Mr. Tuominen opened a store on the Dog River Road about 1920
later his sons had a machine shop nearby as well. Mr. Tuominen w '
known for the role he played for many years as Santa Claus at an
children’s Christmas concerts, held at four area schools (he suffered a
attack in his later years while fulfilling this role). 1

Before roads and bridges were constructed along the Dog River
19207s, all travel north of Kam was done on the river from Tuo
Landing, in the summer by boat and during the winter with horses an
on the frozen river. .

For many years the river was the only access to the Dog Lake are
opened up to timber operations soon after a dam was constructed
Lake about 1911. The dam was built to control the flow of water
Kaministiquia River to Kakabeka Falls, and the powerhouse that
electricity to Fort William. All construction material for the dam w
by teams of horses up the Dog River during the winter before work

In the timber industry, contractors cut large stands of trees in th
forested areas, and hauled them by horse teams on icy bush trails t
and river shores. With the spring opening of the waterway, the |
floated down the Dog River to Kam, where they were separatedb
on the river drive. Ties for the railroad were pulled out, as well a
logs that were to be cut up for Jumber at the Kam Sawnill. The I
pulplogs continued down the Kaministiquia River to pulp and p:




at the Lakehead. Among the early timber contractors in the area were Greer,
Stirrett, and the Pigeon Timber Company.

For Pohjola residents the main business centre was at Kam, where the
Post Office was located in the Kam Trading Co. store, near the railroad. It
was managed by Mr. Elliott and later by J. Horrigan. This store burned down
in the late 1920°s and was later replaced by the International Co-Op branch
store built in the early 30’s, :

Two stationhouses were also part of the community and carried on an
active business in early years of the area. One was the Kam Station on the
Canadian Pacific Railway and the other was the Dona Station on the Grand
Trunk and Pacific Railway (this was later closed down and land along the old
right of way was sold to settlers).

A school was built just east of Kam on the Dawson Road, and was
frequently used for community meetings and social events. As more families
moved into the Pohjola area, it was decided to build a school in that
community. The Dog River School was constructed on land belonging to
Lampainen’s (later owned by the Lehto’s) in 1919, and soon became a social
and meeting place as well. (The school burned down in 1944 but was replaced
by a new one on the same location in 1946).

During these early years settlers of Pohjola and Kam had friendly
associations with native Indian Families from the Dog Lake Band, who would
paddle down the river in large canoes, selling fresh moose and caribou meat.
They would also participate in occasional sports events held in Pohjola, such
as canoe races with the young men in the community.

Perhaps the centre of greatest vitality in the district for many years was

the socialist "POHJOLA HALL” (or Dog River Hall). It was constructed by
a number of Finns who were politically left wing and came to the Kam area
after the 1920%s. Most of them resided in Pohjola and being a socially active
group, felt the need for a community hall. A building committee was
organized and the hall was completed in the early 1930, replacing the
school as a social and political centre. Finns would come to events from all
the surrounding communities.
. Apparently a site opposite the Dona Station at Kam had first been
intended as the location for the building. Four acres of land had been
purchased and timbers were brought in for footings, but these were never
used (the land was later sold to Fred Dormas). For some reason the location
was changed and it was decided to erect the hall about four miles up the Dog
River Road, in the community of Pohjola.

During the 1930’s, when economic conditions were harsh and ideologies
~ Promising hope for the future were in the air, political activity was especially
Vigorous. At one point, female members of the hall embarked on a project to
- adopt a child orphaned in the Spanish Civil War.

Non-political activities were also pursued with considerable enthusiasm,
all dances were well attended, musicians and theatrical groups performed on
& regular basis. Also the Pohjola Athletic Club (Kam Tigers), hosted many
Sports events and its members participated in others sponsored by Finnish
Organizations all over the Thunder Bay region.
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The hall continued to be a popular centre of activity for many years, bf-
financial support dwindled when ideologies changed -and other 1ntere3
were taken up by former supporters. Several families moved to the cjg
during the war years (1940’s), for better work opportunities. The hall stoog
unused for a number of years, then was used as a private residence for a shop
time, but then burned down in the 1950’s.

Life in Pohjola was similar to that found in other Finnish rural wmmuni:
ties north of Port Arthur Where land was not generally suited for large farrns':
as the area was very hilly and consisted mainly of clay and gravel. The farm
were able to support only cnough for the farmers own needs - needs thag
could he satisfied hy a few cows, chickens and a vegetable ficld.

‘To get any cash, the men cut timber from their own woodlots to sel]
as well as outside jobs working for large timber contractors and on thé,l
railway gangs or road and bridge construction in the area. This last source |
of employment was particularly common during the 1920’s, when a number |
of roads were built into the region. Later dairying became a paying enter-
prise, when milk was brought to the Co-Op Dairy in Port Arthur. b

Fires were always feared and one of the larger ones broke out along the
old Grand Trunk Railway route about 1923, where a number of settlers had
established homesteads. Although fires caused considerable damage wherever
they struck, families generally replaced or repaired buildings as quickly as b
pussible. 1

During years of heavy snowfall, the spring thaw brought extremely high
water levels to Dog Lake, resulting in flood conditions to low valley land |
along the Dog River. Some homes and saunas located near the river were
flooded to a depth of several feet. Occasionally small buildings and docks =
that were not well secured were seen to float down the river, later to be
retrieved by new owners, miles downstream.

There were times when hears were troublesome in the area, boldly
wandering along roads, scrounging around farmyards and even looking into
windows, a frightening experience for anyone nearby. This generally occurred
when berry crops were poor and there was a shortage of natural food in the
bush. Jack Hautala was known to have had an unpleasant encounter with
a bear, but was able to kill it with an axe that was at hand.

Several families in Kam and Pohjola were not Finnish, but took a neigh-
bourly interest, and often participated in activities with the Finns. One
who was highly respected for his work in the community, was Richard
Falshaw, who was one of the early settlers. He was the local historian and
wrote articles for the Times Journal and News Chronicle about the area, 45
well as operating a Government Weather Station from his home neas the
Dog River. Another person fondly remembered, was Mrs, Doyle, who was 4
midwife and assisted in numerous childbirth deliveries.

Pohjola reached its zenith as a socially active community in'the 1930
when the hall was the main centre of events, and began to decline in the
40’s (during the war), when many moved to the cities for en‘lplf’yﬂ'ler_]t
opportunities, and young men joined the armed forces. However Kam st
had considerable activity as a business centre with stores, the Post (ffice
and C.P.R. Station.
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ly a few people still remain on land settled by their families over 50
~ago, but still retain a strong community spirit. In recent years mary
families have moved into the area, and though most commute daily to
~ in the city, they participate in community organizations and

ities.

e early Kaministiquia and Dog River (Pohjola) teachers

Jinistiquia (S.S. No. 2 Ware & Dawson Rd.) Miss Johns

Miss Carter

Mr. Henry Antoniak
Mr. Art Somppi

Mr. Peter Couglin
Charlotte Green
Mrs. Crombie

Withenshaw
Sherlock
Troy
Forbes
Summers
Robert Saunders

jola (S.S. No. 4, Ware & Forbes)
1. Kivipelto
Miss A. Shaver

Gustafson
'G. Thombury ] Miss E. Ulvila
Mr. G. Visi

M. Mclntyre

Mr. G. Sykes:

ninistiquia and Pohjola interviews
H. Tuominen

inistiquia, Ont. By - C. Budner

ninistiquia, Ont. By — L. Tolvanen
C. Kouhi

der Bay, Ont. By — L. Tolvanen
inder Bay, Ont. By — L. Tolvanen

:"nder Bay,Ont. By - L.Tolvanen

. Herneshuhta
. No. 1 :
ninistiquia, Ont. By — L. Tolvanen
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Other sources of information S

Writings of Kaministiquia and area Finnish settlers — (Kaminjstig
ympiriston Suomalaisen Asutuksen historia), by Matti Herneghy
"Siirtokansan Kalenteri” (1955 — p. 47), with permission of his gon 1
Herneshuhta. :

Newspaper clippings on Kaministiquia History and local events, writie
Mr. Richard Falshaw (Kam. Historian and news reporter) with permissig
his daughter, Mrs. Olive Olynyt and son Mr. William Falshaw.
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Tuominen family
nistiquia) c. 1940,
Taisto, Sanélma
Erickson), Heimgo, |
Tuominen, Mr, . T
nen, Kaiho,

(photo Heimo T'-'C'mirlan
o )

3 " ‘ '-

Wilen summer home, 1920,

L to r (first boat) Gunnard |

Wilen, Mr. & Mrs. Korko-

la, Mr. & Mrs. Hakli, Mrs,
Aina Wilen, Raakel Wilen,
Mr. Otto Wilen. (2nd boat)
Mr. & Mrs. Nelson, - -, Mrs,
Parviainen, Parviainen child
Mr. Parviainen. /
(photo Mrs. V. Terss)

Old Dog Lake Dam, built

’1-91. : {photo Lehto)
" l}/ﬁ;w’@w L,
ok Cu

Pohjola (Dog River) Hall,
built 1933, "
(photo Mrs, V. Teris)
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Mrs. J. Lehto and Mrs. Sullivan, Pohjola, demon-
strate pioneer washing machine.  (photo Lehto)

w;e & Forbes built approx. 1919, burned

'~
{photo Mrs. Violet Terés)

Pohjolh (Dog River) School, S.S. No.
und 1944,

(photo T. Delvecchio)

97

.




¥ Temdar, Navemter

GRZHT IHCKPIN'E STANDS

Picnics at Kdm park
Were Ponular |

. v UH (Epetial} o .‘\ll “‘
history of this communty in the past 50
than 3 yun thi tume Leing 2 u,.m.\.,
|Meaning “River of Mony Mouths~

Eiee, vma legind i
e e
o o
M et rl“‘n
iy w-' Beet?
e o e
Lt % Ml £ st
um-
gLt -

- [:[IMPLETE!]"

s h-
TDpens U Eugc Area Far Seulv .., ey « 'r_;.',-vlg:‘_n. nf“
meal—New Schoul Arrangs- wark

Ll her News

I
wedte the Miigasen
ec | i

X
Tus] 901, ME. siee
bz o nnm«r 0%
£ k] Teiae reaily.
"h‘;“'m e e e L o b it
|4 mmmm" b.‘llu et
v

s 3
e mu‘h

Lusier 374 13 Zuz; T

s o e e arf i ;" ""'"u

Puogram Follows chsmoq'a
Cannetied With onemng g it A
of Mew i i [ ,;'“;‘,,, m‘““"‘w‘f:“'*‘“
_ . (o || «-rmw.r-«r,f
0 st hi Con 7o Al
e e e i i ey
More Than One Way To Spell i3 - i s i o
Solt S i 5 i H T
Ka]ll!.mﬁilu‘ﬂla. 0 BBINS | Futie e e S e f Johe By et o
e o8 i, 1 4
ey Froslsas, | S | u:‘,".'x,f 1= = m‘ = Mm‘ e
£y By o Tae
T, i w" e
e cofaina Mine —

ey
LatiguiTe or 3 rieecy,
Vapcartand

‘MI."uMa au.-mlh" iz i
s |l ] sne'tux
i




written by Matti Herneshuhta, was originally published in
n Kalenterl No. 40 (1957), and has been ranslated for use M

Sireet by Leena Tolvanen.

NE, ONTARIO
o settled area touched on by this survey can be included under the
»  although it is made up of separately named regions:
unshine, Finmark and Shabaqua. They ate situated near Port Arthur
sestern side of Kaministiquia in Ontario, and are included in the
Road township at about the L6th mile. A portion of Finmark,

flows over into Forbes Township.
hes begins at Kaministiquia on the wes
ross Ware Township and continues from

formed along the old

45 well as the ecastern side of the Kam River, is
Road into two concessions: A 07 the south side of the

nd B concession on the north side. However, the northern extension
e township, which is the subject of this survey, is connected to two
onal concession plots: concessions 1 & 2, which cover the entire

qua area to its edge.
rhe inhabitants of the Rowan and Sunshine extensions are almost all
along the two

ash. At the beginning of their history, these areas grew
of Dawson Road, forming a ine about eight miles long. 1t begins near
ym River and ends near the border of Finmark. At its eastern end the
tm is that of Vaino Aho, on the opposite side of the road is a residence
nally built by Werner Kivipelto but presently being leased. It ends in the
st at the farm of Urho Aho, an old woodsmar.

Rowan & Sunshine run three railways as well as the Mattawa

River, which flows south west for about & mile and a half towards the centre
ys crosses over with the

unshine. In this southern area one of the railwa
" into Home Township, where they turn westward and run parallel,
railway following the river towards Lake Shebandowan, at this point the
er ends, but the railway continues via Fort Francis to Winnipeg. At one
ne this was the Canadian Northern Railroad, out at the beginning of this
ury it became the Canadian National Railroad. On its northern side runs
Canadian Pacific Railway, which turns north west at the same place, and
om there continues its journey to Winnipeg and the Pacific shore. The third
0ad is the old Crand Trunk Pacific Railway, which also joined the Canadian
lational Railway about 30 years ago. It originally followed the Mattawa
dvex, but its new owner turned it at Rowan so that it would cross the
sttawa river to form a double track with the southern Government Road as
as Fort William. The bridge over the Mattawa River was also built with a
uble lane in 1925. A new station, namen Conmee Junction, was construct-
at the junction of the roads. Thus the station at Rowan was no longer
d, but "Rowan Kontri” remnained in the vocabulary of the people. The old

ailway on the northern side of the Mattawa River was demolished, as was the
ong railway bridge over {he Kam River. This railway turns west at Conmee
ls north west to Sioux

Junction towards the mid-point of Sunshine, then trave

tern shore of the Kam River,
Mud Lake to Kaministiquia.







